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siderable time (usually about an hour) in prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament daily. This Union of the Clergy, apart from its formal object, has
done much to foster among priests a spirit of devotion to the great Mystery.
The other work is the Arch-confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament,
branches of which exist in nearly every parish throughout the world.
Immersed as he was in all these labours, Pere Eymard, like St
Alphonsus Liguori, still found time for a very considerable literary out-
put with reference to the devotion that filled his heart and soul. Such
treatises as The Real Presence; Retreat at the Feet of Jesus in the Holy
Eucharist; Holy Communion; and The Eucharist and Christian Perfection,
have been translated into several languages and are probably the basis of
most of the popular devotional manuals on the subject at the present day.
In 1865, P&re Eymard, who seems to have had some premonition of
his approaching end, went to Rome to make a long retreat. He began at
this time to suffer from rheumatic gout, insomnia and other ailments.
About 1868 these maladies became worse, and he left Paris on I7th July
of that year, for his native place. On the 22nd, he could scarcely finish
his Mass, and while being conveyed from Grenoble to La Mure, a cerebral
congestion supervened, and on Saturday, the ist of August, the Apostle of
the Blessed Sacrament passed away. His body, after interment at La Mure,
now rests in the Corpus Christi Chapel in Paris.
The tributes paid to the memory of the deceased resembled those
accorded the holy Cur6 d'Ars nine years before. Though he did not live
to see Eucharistic Congresses established, P&re Eymard, in the words of
Canon Vaudon, was " among the precursors and protectors of this
admirable work." The great, or rather enormous growth of devotion
to the central object of worship, made these great Acts of Faith almost
inevitable, and on ist June, 1881, the first Eucharistic Congress opened
at Lille under the auspices of Bishop Gaston de Segur. Like most
beginnings, it was a small local celebration, but when the fourth Congress
met at Freiburg in September, 1885, it was an affair of enormous public
import, being attended by Ministers of State, officers of the Army, judges,
officials, and thousands of the lesser laity. The nineteenth Congress held
in London in September, 1908, was described by the Pope (Pius X)
in his letter to the Archbishop of Westminster (Cardinal Bourne) as ** the
greatest of all," in view of the illustrious personages present at it These
comprised the Cardinals Vanutelli (the papal legate), Gibbons (Baltimore),
Mercier (Malines), Ferrari (Milan), Logue (Armagh), Sancha y Hervas
(Toledo), Mathieu (France), In addition to the Catholic peers under the
Duke of Norfolk, the distinguished laity included the Duke of Orleans
and his brother the Comte d'Eu. Pierre Eymard was declared Venerable
by Pius X, lath August, 1908, and Blessed, I2th July, 1925.